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agencies may not have the resources to
oversee every polling location. Citizens
who witness voting fraud or voting
rights abuses may not know where to
report a possible violation of law. A
toll-free hotline would give citizens a
means to help prevent voting fraud and
voting rights abuses and would give
States the information they need to
prosecute violations and implement
procedures to prevent further viola-
tions.

The Indiana Bipartisan Task Force
on Election Integrity recently issued a
report developed through months of re-
search and with the input of election
officials, voter advocates, and citizens
of the State. While the State of Indiana
already has implemented many meas-
ures that will enhance the integrity of
elections, the Task Force rec-
ommended additional reforms for that
purpose, including the development of
a toll-free telephone hotline to be used
by voters who believe they have wit-
nessed a voting irregularity or voting
rights abuse.

I believe that other States may wish
to establish such hotlines, and I believe
the hotlines could be an important tool
in improving election accuracy, fair-
ness, and legality. For these reasons, I
ask my colleagues to support this
amendment.

f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business and
that Senators be recognized to speak
for a time not to exceed 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH 2002 BY COMMEMORATING
AND CONTINUING THE WORK OF
GREAT AFRICAN-AMERICANS

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, Willie
Morris was one of the great under-rec-
ognized American writers of the 20th
century. He grew up in Yazoo City,
MS—population 12,000—where he
learned to tell stories by listening to
old Black men who sat in the shade and
whittled. He said their eye for detail
helped him to see things he otherwise
would have missed. At 34, Willie Morris
became the youngest-ever editor of
America’s oldest magazine, ‘‘Harper’s
Weekly.’’ He wrote candidly about race
long before most other white writers.

Three years ago, Willie Morris died
at the age of 64, leaving behind 19
books, many of them best-sellers. Like
all great writers, a part of Willie Mor-
ris continues to live on in his words.
But there is another part of him that
lives on as well. You see, before he
died, Willie Morris decided to donate
his eyes in order to give someone else
a chance to see. As it turned out, his
corneas went to two different men, nei-
ther of whom he had ever met. One was
black, one was white. His friends say
he would have loved the irony of his

gift: that a man who helped us see the
world a little more clearly during his
life is still helping people see after his
death.

America has changed since Willie
Morris was a boy listening to the sto-
ries of those old men. We no longer ac-
cept legal discrimination. We no longer
permit poll taxes to bar African-Ameri-
cans from voting. We no longer tol-
erate ‘‘separate but equal’’ schools or
water fountains or lunch counters. We
have made considerable progress—due,
in large part, to courageous African-
American leaders including Martin Lu-
ther King, Rosa Parks, Thurgood Mar-
shall, and John Lewis. During Black
History Month, we honor those leaders
and all of the other extraordinary Afri-
can-Americans who have contributed
so greatly to our nation—heroes like
Crispus Attucks, who died at the Bos-
ton Massacre; Salem Poor, who fought
at Bunker Hill and survived that brutal
winter at Valley Forge; Harriet Tub-
man, the Underground Railroad ‘‘con-
ductor’’ who rescued hundreds of peo-
ple from slavery, served during the
Civil War as a Union cook, spy, scout
and nurse and was buried with full
military honors.

We honor the Tuskegee Airmen, the
first African-Americans ever to fly
combat aircraft and one of the most
decorated fighter squadrons in our na-
tion’s history, who fought Nazism in
Europe—and racism when they re-
turned home; and Secretary of State
Colin Powell, the first African-Amer-
ican to serve as Chairman of America’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

We honor great scientists, including
George Washington Carver and Ben-
jamin Banneker, the mathematician
and astronomer and the first African-
American to receive a Presidential ap-
pointment—from Thomas Jefferson.
We also honor great orators and cham-
pions of human rights, including Fred-
erick Douglass, Sojourner Truth and
Barbara Jordan; great educators, such
as Mary McLeod Bethune and Booker
T. Washington; and great artists, in-
cluding Marian Anderson, the first Af-
rican-American soloist to sing with the
Metropolitan Opera in New York, Zora
Neale Hurston, the novelist and
Langston Hughes, ‘‘the poet laureate of
Harlem.’’

This month, as the world watches the
Olympic Games in Salt Lake City, we
also honor extraordinary earlier Olym-
pians like Jesse Owens, who shattered
the myth of Aryan supremacy by win-
ning four gold medals at the 1936 Olym-
pics in Berlin; and Wilma Rudolph, the
first African-American woman to win
three Olympic gold medals, in 1960. We
also honor other great athletes includ-
ing Jackie Robinson, the first African-
American to play Major League base-
ball; and Arthur Ashe, champion of
tennis and human rights.

We remember exceptional leaders
such as W.E.B. DuBois, one of the
founders of the NAACP; A. Philip Ran-
dolph, the former vice president of the
AFL–CIO and founder of the first Afri-

can-American trade union; and Ralph
Bunche, diplomat, Under Secretary
General of the U.N., and the first Black
person from any nation ever to win the
Nobel Peace Prize. And we honor the
countless other African-Americans who
changed our nation for the better sim-
ply by having the courage to say no to
indignity and injustice in their own
lives.

The stories of African Americans are
the missing chapter in America’s his-
tory books. If we don’t know them, we
cannot truly know ourselves.

But it’s not enough just to celebrate
their work. Especially this year, we
must continue their work.

To the terrorists who attacked us on
September 11, the America Martin Lu-
ther King described—an America built
on equality, justice, freedom and
human dignity for every person—is not
a dream. It is a nightmare. By attack-
ing us, the terrorists thought they
could destroy our dream. But they
were wrong. Instead of turning on each
other in the wake of the attacks, as the
terrorists had expected, Americans
turned to each other. We came to-
gether in ways that most of us had
never seen in our lifetimes. We were
truly one people, indivisible.

Those of us who work in this build-
ing, and people all over the world who
look to this Capitol as a symbol of de-
mocracy, are incredibly fortunate that
another chapter in African-American
history was written last fall. Just five
days before September 11, former Army
Major General Al Lenhardt became
this Senate’s Sergeant at Arms, the
first African-American ever to serve as
an elected officer in either the House
or the Senate. I know I speak for all of
us when I say how grateful we are to
him for seeing us safely through Sep-
tember 11 and the anthrax attack.

We are also proud of our men and
women in uniform, who are now bring-
ing justice to the killers of September
11. What they are doing is right and
necessary. But it is not the only way
we can honor the nearly 3,000 innocents
who died in New York, at the Pentagon
and in western Pennsylvania. We can
defy the killers right here at home—by
keeping Martin Luther King’s dream
alive, and strengthening the democracy
the terrorists sought to destroy.

We can start this month by strength-
ening our election system so that we
never again experience an election like
we did in 2000, when millions of votes
went uncounted, especially those of Af-
rican-Americans. We have an extraor-
dinary opportunity. Senators DODD,
MCCONNELL and BOND have given us a
good, truly bipartisan election reform
bill that requires states to meet uni-
form, nondiscriminatory voting stand-
ards, and provides the resources they
need to do so. That bill is on the Sen-
ate floor now. I hope we will pass it
this week with overwhelming support.
If we are a democracy in fact as well as
in name, the right to vote and to have
that vote count must not be com-
promised.
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